Introduction
The role of apatite crystals in calcific periarthritis is well recognised.1-5 For many years, however, intra-articular apatites were not thought to play any part in joint disease. (Fig. 2) , rods or thicker 'boat-like' structures, (Fig. 4) or long needles (Fig. 5) Fig. 4 Rod and 'boat-like' apatite crystals. Some foamy internal str seen at high magnification. Electron micrograph x125 000 (origin magnification). always associated with detectable inflammation (the same is true of urate and CPPD28 29) and the reasons for this require study. In TEM sections finely granular material is generally associated with the synovial fluid crystals (Fig. 6) 
